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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29th April 2014 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin (Mayor) 



Mr 
P Kay (Deputy Mayor) 

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr
C Elsmore

Mrs 
E Elsmore 

Mr 
G Prosser

Mr 
N Penny
Mr 
I Baird
Mrs
N Holloway

Mr
D Atherley

Mr 
R Drury
Also present Mr Barrie Etherington a member of the press and 2 PCSO’S from Lydney.

Public Forum

Mr Etherington is the champion for Fibre optic Broadband for Coleford appointed by GCC. Although this service is apparently available in Coleford he and many others cannot access it as his estate has exchange only telephone lines. He has spoken with BT Open Reach who can resolve the problem but choose not to. He has taken this matter up with his MP, District Councillor and Gloucestershire County Council. Cllr Merrikin agreed to pursue this matter on his behalf. Mr Etherington is to forward information to the Council.
The Public Forum closed at 7.13

252. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllrs J Morgan, C Morgan, PC Rob Dix & District & County Councillor Paul McMahon.
253. Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Penny declared a peculiarly interest in item 261.  
254. To allow dispensation requests 

Cllr Penny received a dispensation in item 261.  

255. To approve the minutes of 25 March 2014
The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 March 14 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.



Proposed: Cllr Penny 

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore  
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
256. To raise matters from the meeting 25 March 2014 
There were no matters arising.
257. To hear report from the Police 

PC Dix was unable to attend and 2 PCSO’s from Lydney attended..  They gave the Council the monthly crime figures and gave comparisons to last April’s figures.  (attached) 
Cllr Drury brought to their attention that he had been receiving phone calls from insurance companies regarding an accident he may have had.  They suggested that he report this to 101 as fraud and he could block the number on his phone 
Cllr Cox said he had been made aware of thefts at local charity shops and they will pass this information on to PC Dix.  
Cllr Elsmore reported that the A48 has been closed and that the routes they were redirected to were not the best way to send people round the Forest.  He asked in future if there could be better policing to direct the Forest to Gloucester.  This would prevent an already difficult journey to Gloucester being made worse. 
Cllr Merrikin said the situation of double parking in the town in the evening was still as bad as ever.  The police can’t ticket them, but suggested the Council ask the civil enforcement officers to patrol the area at night.  The Council also brought to the police’s attention the cars racing around Angel Vale at night, doing speed trials, this will be passed to PC Dix. The Mayor thanked the officers for attending the meeting in PC Dix absence. It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to PC Dix for arranging a replacement attendee.
258. To agree payments (see attached) 
The other payments for April 2014 were noted and agreed.
259. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)   
The Petty cash payments for April 2014 were noted and agreed.
260. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)

The monthly budget figures for April 2014 were noted and agreed. 
261. To note the recommendations of the Events and Marketing Committee
The Forest Activities event was a huge success and Cllr Penny thanked Cllr Cox for preforming and Annie and Carolyn for all the work they did in preparing the information and manning the stall on the day.  Also thanks went to Amanda Smith, Rachel ??? and Nicky Holloway for organising the event.
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 



Proposed: Cllr S Merrikin 

Seconded:
Cllr P Kay
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

262. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee 
Item 6:  the CAB have provided revised figures and it was recommended the Grant be agreed. Circus Starr have confirmed that 12 Children and careers from Coleford would be attending, it was recommended that it be refused as it was such as small amount of people involved. 

It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr Kay

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

263. To agree the recommendations of the Amenities Committee

Item 5: That the Bike rack be recycled for scrap once removed.
Item 6: The tender for KGV and the clock tower will be in the press this week.
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr P Kay
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
264. To agree the recommendations of the Burial committee

It was proposed that all other recommendations be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
265

To note the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee.
Item 5: The clerk reported awareness training on the Defibrillators will be given. 

Item 7: The response time to the 101 be on the next Public Safety Committee agenda.

It was proposed that all other recommendations be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr S Merrikin
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
265. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee

The decisions were noted.
266. To note the report of the NDP Steering Group
The report was noted.
267. To note the Clerks Report

The Clerks report was noted
268. To note reports from Members (for information only)

The Mayor attended: 
26  March
Mock Trials at FoDDC
4    April
Tinkling the Ivories at Coalway Methodist Chapel.

5    April
Forest Sensory Services dinner with Phil Vickery at Speech House 
 

18  April
Churches together – Good Friday service

19  April
Hot Cross Bun give out in town

21  April
Carnival of Transport

23  April
St Georges Day service at Gloucester Cathedral


24  April
The Three Choirs Vineyard to meet HRH Prince Edward

27  April 
Opening the Forest Activities Event Speech House

The Mayor said that Barbara Jenkins from Coalway Methodist Chapel was very appreciative of the Grant the Council had given them to enable them to put on the Tinkling of the Ivories. 
Cllr Kay  

26  March
Mock Trials at FoDDC
27  March 
Office reorganisation


27  April
Forest Activities Event Speech House

Cllr N Penny

28  March
Meeting with the Town Clerk re proposed contract

1    April
Coleford Business Association Meeting

19  April 
Hot Cross Bun give out in town 
21  April
Carnival of Transport

27   April
Forest Activities Event Speech House
Cllr Penny also filled all the goodie bags and has been promoting the Busking Festival through attendance at open mic nights. 
Cllr Baird

16  April
Berry Hill NDP meeting
27  April
Forest Activities Event Speech House 
Cllr Holloway
19  April
Hot Cross Bun give out in town
27  April
Forest Activities Event Speech House

Cllr D Atherley
21   April
Carnival of Transport
Cllr Cox
21   April
Carnival of Transport

27   April
Forest Activities Event Speech House
Cllr Drury
3   April
Parkside NDP

4   April
Kenya Benefit Baptist Chapel 

12 April
Parkside Easter Bonnet Event

16 April
NDP

21 April
Carnival of Transport

22 April
Coleford Drop in 

23 April
World Book Day Coleford library

29 April
NDP debrief

Cllr C Elsmore

27  March
Glos Market Town Meeting

1    April
Coleford Business Meeting CAB
1    April    
Forest of Dean Area Health Forum
10  April  
Visit to Trowbridge – Glos Market Towns
16  April
NDP Meeting
19  April
Hot Cross Bun give out in town

21   April 
Carnival of Transport/NDP
23   April
Follow up session at Trowbridge

26   April
Lions Concert – in aid of sensory service

27   April       Forest Activities Event Speech House

28   April
Coleford Area Partnership

Cllr Elsmore was impressed with the Skate Park at Churchdown, which he visited during his Glos Market Town Meeting

Cllr E Elsmore
1    April
Coleford Business Meeting

1    April    
Forest of Dean Area Health - CAB

10  April  
Visit to Trowbridge – Glos Market Towns
16  April
NDP Meeting
19  April
Hot Cross Bun give out in town

21   April 
Carnival of Transport/NDP
23   April
Follow up session at Trowbridge

26   April
Lions Concert – in aid of sensory service

27   April       Forest Activities Event Speech House

Cllrs Clive and Eileen Elsmore went to Trowbridge Parish Council who employ 50 members of staff and were very impressed with what they had done for the town.  They had a follow up visit a couple of weeks later.

269. To note reports from District and County Councillors (for information only)

Cllr C Elsmore 

3    April
April Full Council

7    April
English Bicknor meeting re Transport Buses

9    April
FOD Community Transport

10  April
 Cabinet Meeting

16  April
Housing Support Group

17  April
FOD Community Transport – Presentation by Devon
Cllr Elsmore is concerned about the extra time the English Bicknor Rd closure is adding to the Bus Route.  More buses are being put on from the community and dial a ride will now do pick ups for all members of the public.

Cllr Elsmore is concerned that within the next few years it is being looked at to charge charities 20% of the rates, where at present they are receiving a full exemption.
Cllr McMahon was unable to attend but sent a report.  Copy attached.

The Council were not happy with the response times for ambulances in the Forest and suggest Mr Le Chevalier is invited to a Public Safety Committee meeting in June

270. To note correspondence (for information only) see attached  
Correspondence was noted.   
In Committee

271. To agree the Parish Maintenance Contract
It was recommended that the contractor be given a three year contract subject to a performance review.
It was proposed that the recommendation be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr I Baird
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
272. To agree to the recommendation re the request of a resident re the Bells Field
It was recommended that this request was deferred until after the public engagement

process
It was proposed that the recommendation be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr I Baird
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
273
To agree the recommendations regarding the assistant clerk position

It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
274
To agree the recommendations regarding the Town Clerks contract 

The meeting closed at 8.
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